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To reauthorize the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to
ensure that every child achieves.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

ApPriIL 30, 2015
Mr. ALEXANDER, from the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions, reported the following original bill; which was read twice and
placed on the calendar

A BILL

To reauthorize the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 to ensure that every child achieves.
1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the “Every Child Achieves
Act of 20157,

SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.
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TITLE VIII—IMPACT AID

Purpose.
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lands.

Application for payments under sections 8002 and 8003.
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See. 9115, Outreach and technical assistance for rural local educational agen-
cies.
See. 9116. Evaluations.

TITLE X—EDUCATION FOR HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTIS;
OTHER LAWS; MISCELLANEOUS

PART A—EDUCATION FOR HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTII
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Sec. 10102. Grants for State and local activities.
Sec. 10103. Local educational agency subgrants.
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SEC. 3. REFERENCES.

Except as otherwise expressly provided, whenever in
this Act an amendment or repeal is expressed in terms
of an amendment to, or repeal of, a section or other provi-
sion, the reference shall be considered to be made to a
section or other provision of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.).
SEC. 4. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.

The purpose of this Act is to enable States and local
communities to improve and support our Nation’s public
schools and ensure that every child has an opportunity to
achieve.

SEC. 5. TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE ELEMENTARY AND
SECONDARY EDUCATION ACT OF 1965.
Section 2 is amended to read as follows:
“SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

“The table of contents for this Act 1s as follows:
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*S 1177 PCS



13

“See. 9204. Consolidated set-aside for Department of the Interior funds.

AAPARVF

“See.
“See.
“See.
“See.
“See.
“See.

9301.
9302.
9303.
9304.
9305.
9306.

C—COORDINATION OF PROGRAMS; CONSOLIDATED STATE AND

LOCAL PLANS AND APPLICATIONS

Purpose.

Optional consolidated State plans or applications.
Consolidated reporting.

General applicability of State educational agency assurances.
Consolidated local plans or applications.

Other general assurances.

“PART D—WAIVERS

“See. 9401. Waivers of statutory and regulatory requirements.

“PART E—APPROVAL AND DISAPPROVAL OF STATE PLANS AND LOCAL

“See.
“See.

“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.

“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.

“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.
“Sec.

“See.

oS

9451.
9452.

9501.
9502.
9503.
9504.
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9521.
9522.
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9524.
9525.
9526.
9527.
9528.

9529.
9530.
9531.
9532.
9533.
9534.
9535.
9536.
9537.
9538.
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APPLICATIONS

Approval and disapproval of State plans.
Approval and disapproval of local educational ageney applications.
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“See. 9542. Purpose.

“Sec. 9543. Definitions.

“See. 9544. Applicability.

“See. 9545. Preemption and election of State nonapplicability.
“See. 9546. TLamitation on liability for teachers.

“See. 9547. Allocation of responsibility for noneconomic loss.
“Sec. 9548. Effective date.

“SUBPART 4—INTERNET SAFETY
“See. 9551. Internet safety.

“SUBPART 5—GUN POSSESSION
“See. 9561. Gun-free requirements.

“SUBPART 6—ENVIRONMENTAL TOBACCO SMOKE

“Sec. 9571. Short title.
“Sec. 9572. Definitions.
“See. 9573. Nonsmoking policy for children’s services.
“See. 9574. Preemption.

“PART G—EVALUATIONS

“See. 9601. Evaluations.”.

TITLE I—-IMPROVING BASIC PRO-
GRAMS OPERATED BY STATE
AND LOCAL EDUCATIONAL
AGENCIES

SEC. 1001. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.

Section 1001 (20 U.S.C. 6301) is amended to read
as follows:

“SEC. 1001. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.

“The purpose of this title is to ensure that all chil-
dren have a fair, equitable, and significant opportunity to
receive a high-quality education that prepares them for
postsecondary education or the workforce, without the
need for postsecondary remediation, and to close edu-

cational achievement gaps.”.
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SEC. 1002. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 1002 (20 U.S.C. 6302) 1s amended to read
as follows:

“SEC. 1002. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

“(a) LoCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY GRANTS.—For
the purpose of carrying out part A, there are authorized
to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary for
each of fiscal years 2016 through 2021.

“(b) STATE ASSESSMENTS.—For the purpose of car-
rying out part B, there are authorized to be appropriated
such sums as may be necessary for each of fiscal years
2016 through 2021.

“(¢) EDUCATION OF MIGRATORY CHILDREN.—For
the purpose of carrying out part C, there are authorized
to be appropriated such sums as may be necessary for
each of fiscal years 2016 through 2021.

“(d) PREVENTION AND INTERVENTION PROGRAMS
FOR CHILDREN AND YouTH Wio ARE NEGLECTED, DE-
LINQUENT, OR AT-RISK.—For the purpose of carrying out
part D, there are authorized to be appropriated such sums
as may be necessary for each of fiscal years 2016 through

2021.

“(e) FEDERAL AcCTIVITIES.—For the purpose of car-
rying out evaluation activities related to title I under sec-

tion 9601, there are authorized to be appropriated such
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sums as may be necessary for each of fiscal years 2016
through 2021.

“(f) SCHOOL INTERVENTION AND SUPPORT.—For
the purpose of carrying out section 1114, there are au-
thorized to be appropriated such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of fiscal years 2016 through 2021.”.

SEC. 1003. SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT AND STATE ADMINIS-
TRATION.

The Act (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) is amended—

(1) by striking section 1003;

(2) by redesignating section 1004 as section
1003; and

(3) in section 1003, as redesignated by para-
eraph (2), by adding at the end the following:

“(¢) TECHONICAL ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State may reserve
not more than 4 percent of the amount the State re-
ceives under subpart 2 of part A for a fiscal year to
carry out paragraph (2) and to carry out the State
educational agency’s responsibilities under section
1114(a), including carrying out the State edu-
cational agency’s statewide system of technical as-

sistance and support for local educational agencies.
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“(2) UsiEs.—Of the amount reserved under
paragraph (1) for any fiscal year, the State edu-
cational agency—

“(A) shall use not less than 95 percent of
such amount by allocating such sums directly to
local educational agencies for activities required
under section 1114; or

“(B) may, with the approval of the local
educational agency, directly provide for such ac-
tivities or arrange for their provision through
other entities such as school support teams,
educational service agencies, or other nonprofit
or for-profit organizations that use evidence-
based strategies to improve student achieve-
ment, teaching, and schools.

“(3) PrioriTy.—The State educational agency,
in allocating funds to local educational agencies
under this subsection, shall give priority to local edu-
cational agencies that—

“(A) serve the lowest performing elemen-
tary schools and secondary schools, as identified
by the State under section 1114;

“(B) demonstrate the greatest need for

such funds, as determined by the State; and
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“(C) demonstrate the strongest commit-
ment to using evidence-based interventions to
enable the lowest—performing schools to improve

student achievement and student outcomes.

“(4) UNUSED FUNDS.—If, after consultation
with local educational agencies in the State, the
State educational agency determines that the
amount of funds reserved to carry out this sub-
section for a fiscal year is greater than the amount
needed to provide the assistance described in this
subsection, the State educational agency shall allo-
cate the excess amount to local educational agencies
in accordance with—

“(A) the relative allocations the State edu-
cational agency made to those agencies for that
fiscal year under subpart 2 of part A; or

“(B) section 1126(c¢).

“(5) SPECIAL RULE.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this subsection, the amount of
funds reserved by the State educational agency
under this subsection in any fiscal year shall not de-
crease the amount of funds each local educational
agency receives under subpart 2 of part A below the
amount received by such local educational agency

under such subpart for the preceding fiscal year.
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“(6) REPORTING.—Each State educational
agency shall make publicly available a list of those
schools that have received funds or services pursuant
to this subsection and the percentage of students
from each such school from families with incomes

below the poverty line.”.

SEC. 1004. BASIC PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.

Subpart 1 of part A of title I (20 U.S.C. 6311 et

seq.) 1s amended—

(1) by striking sections 1111 through 1117 and

inserting the following:

“SEC. 1111. STATE PLANS.

“(a) PLANS REQUIRED.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—For any State desiring to
receive a grant under this part, the State edu-
cational agency shall submit to the Secretary a plan,
developed by the State educational agency with time-
ly and meaningful consultation with the Governor,
local educational agencies (including those located in
rural areas), representatives of Indian tribes located
in the State, teachers, principals, other school lead-
ers, specialized instructional support personnel,
paraprofessionals  (including  organizations  rep-
resenting such individuals), administrators, other

staff, and parents, that—
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1 “(A) 1s coordinated with other programs
2 under this Act, the Individuals with Disabilities
3 Education Act, the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
4 the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
5 cation Act of 2006, the Workforce Innovation
6 and Opportunity Act, the Head Start Act, the
7 Child Care and Development Block Grant Act
8 of 1990, the Education Sciences Reform Act of
9 2002, the Education Technical Assistance Act,
10 the NAEP Authorization Act, the McKinney-
11 Vento Homeless Assistance Act, and the Adult
12 Education and Family Literacy Act; and

13 “(B) deseribes how the State will imple-
14 ment evidence-based strategies for improving
15 student achievement under this title and dis-
16 seminate that information to local educational
17 agencies.

18 “(2) CONSOLIDATED PLAN.—A State plan sub-
19 mitted under paragraph (1) may be submitted as
20 part of a consolidated plan under section 9302.
21 “(3) PEER REVIEW AND SECRETARIAL AP-
22 PROVAL.—
23 “(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall—
24 “(1) establish a peer-review process to
25 assist in the review of State plans;
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“(i1) establish multidisciplinary peer

review teams and appoint members of such

teams that—

“(I) are representative of teach-
ers, principals, other school leaders,
specialized nstructional support per-
sonnel, State educational agencies,
local educational agencies, and indi-
viduals and researchers with practical
experience in implementing academic
standards, assessments, or account-
ability systems, and meeting the needs
of disadvantaged students, children
with disabilities, students who are
English learners, the needs of low-per-
forming schools, and other educational
needs of students;

“(II) include a balanced rep-
resentation of individuals who have
practical experience in the classroom,
school administration, or State or
local government, such as direct em-
ployees of a school, local educational
agency, or State educational agency

within the preceding 5 years; and
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“(ITI) represent a regionally di-
verse cross-section of States;

“(i11) make available to the public, in-
cluding by such means as posting to the
Department’s website, the list of peer re-
viewers who will review State plans under
this section;

“(iv) ensure that the peer review
teams are comprised of varied individuals
so that the same peer reviewers are not re-
viewing all of the State plans; and

“(v) deem a State plan as approved
within 90 days of its submission unless the
Secretary presents substantial evidence
that clearly demonstrates that such State
plan does not meet the requirements of
this section.

“(B) PURPOSE OF PEER REVIEW.—The
peer-review process shall be designed to—

“(1) maximize collaboration with each
State;

“(11) promote effective implementation
of the challenging State academic stand-
ards through State and local innovation;

and
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“(ii1) provide publicly available, time-
ly, and objective feedback to States de-
signed to strengthen the technical and
overall quality of the State plans.

“(C) STANDARD AND NATURE OF RE-
VIEW.—Peer reviewers shall conduct an objec-
tive review of State plans in their totality and
out of respect for State and local judgments,
with the goal of supporting State- and local-led
mmnovation and providing objective feedback on
the technical and overall quality of a State plan.

“(D) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing
in this paragraph shall be construed as prohib-
iting the Secretary from appointing an indi-
vidual to serve as a peer reviewer on more than
one peer review team under subparagraph (A)
or to review more than one State plan.

“(4) STATE PLAN DETERMINATION, DEM-

ONSTRATION, AND REVISION.—If the Secretary de-
termines that a State plan does not meet the re-
quirements of this subsection or subsection (b) or
(¢), the Secretary shall, prior to declining to approve

the State plan—

“(A) immediately notify the State of such

determination;
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“(B) provide a detailed description of the

specific requirements of this subsection or sub-
section (b) or (¢) of the State plan that the Sec-
retary determines fails to meet such require-
ments;

“(C) provide all peer review comments,
suggestions, recommendations, or concerns in
writing to the State;

“(D) offer the State an opportunity to re-
vise and resubmit its plan within 60 days of
such determination, including the chance for
the State to present substantial evidence to
clearly demonstrate that the State plan meets
the requirements of this section;

“(E) provide technical assistance, upon re-
quest of the State, in order to assist the State
to meet the requirements of this subsection or
subsection (b) or (¢); and

“(F) conduct a public hearing within 30
days of such resubmission, with public notice
provided not less than 15 days before such
hearing, unless the State declines the oppor-
tunity for such public hearing.

“(5) STATE PLAN DISAPPROVAL.—The Sec-

retary shall have the authority to disapprove a State

*S 1177 PCS



[E—

25
plan if the State has been notified and offered an
opportunity to revise and submit with technical as-

sistance under paragraph (4), and—
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“(A) the State does not revise and resub-
mit its plan; or

“(B) the State revises and resubmits a
plan that the Secretary determines does not
meet the requirements of this part after a hear-
ing conducted under paragraph (4)(F), if appli-
cable.

“(6) LIMITATIONS.

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall
not have the authority to require a State, as a
condition of approval of the State plan or revi-
sions or amendments to the State plan, to—

“(1) include in, or delete from, such
plan 1 or more specific elements of the
c